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SUBJECT: RESEARCH ON THE COCA BUSH ERADICATION 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ASKED TO EXAMINE THE FEASIBI 
LITY OF COCA CROP ERADICATION. WE REALIZE THE SITUATION IN 
THE COCA GROWING AREA IS NOT ANALOGOUS TO THAT OF MEXICO 
WHERE AN ERADICATION CAMPAIGN IS BEING CARRIED OUT AGAINST 
OPIUM POPPY. A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING POLITICAL, MAY 
PRECLUDE PURSUING THIS COURSE OF ACTION AT THIS TIME. 

2. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, RESEARCH HAS NEVER BEEN 
CONDUCTED ON THE FEASIBILITY OF USING HERBICIDES FOR CON- 
TROLLING OR ELIMINATING THE COCA BUSH. IN ORDER TO CLOSE 
THIS GAP IN OUR KNOWLEDGE AND BE ABLE, AT SOME FUTURE TIME, 

TO DEAL WITH THIS ASPECT OF NARCOTICS CONTROL, WE HAVE 
ASKED THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO DETERMINE IF 
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COCA ERADICATION WOULD BE SCIENTIFICALLY POSSIBLE, ECOLO- 
GICALLY SAFE AND ECONOMICALLY PRACTICAL. TO ACCOMPLISH ITS 
TASK USDA CONSIDERS IT ESSENTIAL TO CONDUCT A STUDY IN A 
MAJOR COCA GROWING AREA. 

3. USDA PROPOSES SENDING A TEAM OF SCIENTISTS WITH EXPER- 
TISE IN THE AREAS OF HERBICIDE TECHNOLOGY, HERBICIDE APPLI- 
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CATION AND MONITORING, PLANT SCIENCE, AND ECOLOGY TO MAKE 
AN ON-SITE ASSESSMENT IN A COCA PRODUCING COUNTRY. 

4. THE USDA TEAM WILL BE DEVELOPING INFORMATION WHICH WILL 
REQUIRE THEM TO TRAVEL THROUGH THE GROWING AREAS AND CARRY 
ON DISCUSSIONS IN LA PAZ. THEY WILL BE COLLECTING DATA 

ON: (1) SIZE OF PLANTINGS; (2) TOPOGRAPHIC AND CLIMATIC 
CONDITIONS; (3) FOOD CROPS ASSOCIATED WITH COCA PLANTINGS; 

(4) PRECISE CROP CALENDAR FOR COCA AND ALL OTHER CROPS 
GROWN IN THE VICINITY. THEY WILL CONSIDER SUCH ASPECTS AS 
POTABLE WATER SOURCES, FISH AND WILDLIFE IN THE AREA, 

PROXIMITY OF HUMAN HABITATIONS AND OTHER CROPS TO THE COCA 
FIELDS. (DEPARTMENT WILL POUCH COPY OF USDA MEMORANDUM 
WHICH PROVIDES ADDITIONAL SPECIFICS.) 

5. WITH EMBASSY CONCURRENCE, BOLIVIA WILL BE THE LOCATION 
OF THIS RESEARCH SINCE COCA LAND MAY BE AVAILABLE TO US IN 
THE YUNGAS FOR RESEARCH ON THE BUSH ITSELF. ABOUT A YEAR 
AGO, AMBASSADOR STEDMAN WAS OFFERED A PLOT OF LAND THERE 
BY A PRIVATE BOLIVIAN CITIZEN TO BE USED IN FURTHERANCE OF 
THE JOINT US BOLIVIAN ANTI-NARCOTICS EFFORT. THIS OFFER 
WAS MADE BY A MRS. MIMI DE GUTIERREZ, WIFE OF GUILLERMO 
GUTIERREZ, OWNER OF ESTALSA. THIS LAND MIGHT BE A SUITABLE 
LOCATION FOR THE USDA RESEARCH. 
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6. IF THE EMBASSY AND THE GOB CONCUR, REQUEST EMBASSY 
APPROACH MRS. GUTIERREZ TO DETERMINE IF THE OFFER IS STILL 
OPEN. IN DISCUSSING THE PROPOSED USDA TEAM VISIT WITH THE 
GOB, EMBASSY SHOULD STRESS THAT THIS IS TO BE THEORETICAL 
SCIENTIFIC STUDY AND NOT NECESSARILY THE IMMEDIATE PRE- 
CURSOR OF AN ERADICATION PROJECT. IN VIEW OF POTENTIAL 
ADVERSE REACTION AMONG COCA GROWERS, DISCUSSION OF THE 
PROPOSAL SHOULD BE LIMITED ONLY TO KEY GOB OFFICIALS. 

7. REQUEST EMBASSY COMMENTS AND ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY GOB 
REACTION. IF EMBASSY PERCEIVES NO PROBLEMS, DEPARTMENT 

WILL PROCEED WITH PLANS FOR SENDING TEAM TO BOLIVIA. CHRISTOPHER 
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